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The American Dream? Kristin/Koh

Unit 1

Reading Process Project: Banned Books 

"Books and ideas are the most effective weapons 

against intolerance and ignorance." - Lyndon B. Johnson

As you read your Banned Book, you will complete some assignments that will help you to track and make sense of what you are reading.  Use them as a way to help you follow the story, make connections, and explore the themes, events, and narrative of the novel. 

I. “Responses to Literature” Journals

You will complete a total of 12 “Response to Literature” questions about your Banned Book.  These questions will ask you to reflect on different aspects of your book.  Kristin/Mr. Koh will assign one question every other day (more or less).  Your responses must be at least as long as one-typed page.  You may submit these entries in one of two ways:

· On paper 

· Enter onto the class Blog (will be discussed later this week)

II. Quote Journals (WHY was this book banned?)
You will complete a total of 20 entries in your Quote Journal.  The quote journal is a place to respond to and comment on a ‘controversial’ passage that “jumps off the page” at you.  As you read, BE SURE to search for quotes that may contribute to or be the reason the text was banned.  Over time, the quote journal should reveal the reason this text was banned, and be a solid overview of the most important elements of the story.  Please complete one quote journal per chapter, or for every 20 pages of text that you read.

III. Discussion Circles

About once a week you will be involved in a small literary discussion.  Sometimes the group will be composed of classmates who are reading the same book, while at other times it will not.  The goal of these discussions is to support your understanding of the book.  This will not be a place to just summarize the events in the story, but rather it is a place to raise questions about the ideas, themes, character’s actions, and your thoughts about why the book was banned.  Remember, it is possible to have a serious, thoughtful conversation about a book even if you are reading different texts.
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